CHAPTER III
THE  FIRST DOUMA
F)REVIOUS   to   the   inauguration  of  the Douma,
1      on the loth  of May, 1906, there  were  widely
varying opinions at Court as to the proper place for
that ceremony, and heated discussions ensued between
those who favoured the Tauride Palace, which had been
especially fitted up as a temporary seat for the new
assembly, and those who preferred the Winter Palace.
The reactionary party were unwilling that the Emperor
should go to the Douma, and the extremists went so far
as to advise the Emperor not to appear in person before
the deputies, but to have the session opened in his name
by the Prime Minister.   It was finally  decided that
the Emperor should follow the procedure adopted at
Berlin for the opening of the Reichstag, summoning the
deputies to the Winter Palace and opening the session
.with an address from the throne.
,    Arriving that same day, I had barely time to don
Court uniform and present myself at the Palace.   As
my nomination had not yet appeared in the Official
Gazette, I did not join the cabinet ministers, whose
pkce had been assigned in the throne-room reserved
for the inauguration, but by virtue of my rank as Cham-
bbrlaia of the Imperial Court I had only to take my
& tl*e cortege that was to precede the entrance